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This programmed camera is an ul t ra-sophist icated 35mm SLR. lncorporat ing the latest
electronics technology, it, invites you to explore the possibil i t ies of four differentex'
posure modes. As the s i tuat ion demands you can use Programmed AE (Automat ic
Exposure),  Aperture-pr ior i ty AE, Metered Manual,  or  Programmed Auto Flash. In
each mode, al l  the exposure informat ion you need is digi ta l ly  d isplayed in the v iew-
f inder by means of  an LCD (Liquid Crystal  Display).
You can enjoy the full versati l i ty of this camera, with a wide range of Pentax acces-
sor ies including dedicated automat ic f lash uni ts,  a motor dr ive that  shoots up to
a p p r o X . 3 . 5 f r a m e s p e r 5 e c o n d , a d i g i t a | d a t a b a c k , e t c .
Since your camera has a great many special features and functions, take the time to
read this manual careful ly.  l t  wi l l  help you take ful l  advantage of  th is extraordinary
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DESCRIPTION OF PARTS



( l  Neck strap r ing @"A" index on aperture scale
O Exposure  coun te r  @ Focus ing  r i ng
@ Fi tm wind lever q)  Depth-of- f  ie ld scale
O Shutter  re lease but ton @ Aperture/Distance index
O Shutter  auto lock but ton (D Aperture r ing
O Manual  shut ter  speed select  but tons @ Aperture auto lock but ton
O l l l um ina t ing  w indow
€) Hotshoe
O Exposure compensat ion index mark
@ Exposure compensat ion scale
(D Fi tm rewind knob/Back cover re lease knob
(D ISO f i lm speed scale
(D  f  l tm  rew ind  c rank
(D  F i tm  speed  d ia l  l ock  bu t ton
(E f  l tm speed dia l /Exposure compensat ion dia l
(D Gr ip Super A
(D Sel f - t imer lever
(D Lens re lease lever
(D Preview lever
@ Lens informat ion contacts
O Lens  a l i gnment  i ndex
@ lns tan t  re tu rn  m i r ro r
@ X-synch terminal
@ D is tance  sca le
@ Lens  a l i gnment  node
@ Aperture scale
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EXPOSU,R,E'MOtsES': : ]  :

This Pentax camera provides four d i f ferent
exposure modes.  Choose the mode that  sui ts
the photographic s i tuat ion and the subjects or
feel ings you want to express.
When us ing  convent iona l  Pentax  K and Kf  mour
lenses on th is camera,  you can use the Aperture.
p r io r i t y  AE,  Metered  Manua l  and a l l  convent io r
Auto  F lash  modes.  When us ing  new "  ̂ "  ser ies
lenses,  you can also select  Programmed AE and
Programmed f lash modes.  The reason for  th is is
tha t  those modes are  on ly  ava i lab le  when the
lens  hds  an  "A"  (au to  aper tu re  se t t ing) .



Programmed AE ( lens on "A",  shut ter  d ia l  on
, ,AUTO"}

Th is  Pentax  camera  i t se l f  au tomat ica l l y  se lec ts
the most appropr iate combinat ion of  shut ter  speed
and aperture to obtain proper exposure,  changing
them s imu l taneous ly  accord ing  to  the  sub jec t ' s
br ightness.  The Programmed AE mode is most
sui table for  advanced photographers who want to
shoot very quickly or  for  novices who do not  want
to be bothered by set t ing exposure contro ls
accord ing  to  l igh t  cond i t ions .  (Rf  .  32  page fo r
de ta i l s )

Aperture-priority AE
( lens on any f -number,  shut ter  d ia l  on "AUTO"I
When the  aper tu re  i s  se t  manua l ly ,  the  shut te r
speed is automat ical ly  adjusted by bui l t - in
electronic c i rcui t ry according to subject 's
br ightness to provide appropr iate exposure.  When
"depth-of- f  ie ld"  is  important  for  your p icture,  th is
mode is recommended. l t  is  sui table for  both
general  photography and careful ly  contro l led
pictures such as port ra i ts .  (nt .  34 page for  detai ls)
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Metered Manual
( lens on any aperture,  shut ter  d ia l  on "MAN." l
The combinat ion of  shut ter  speed and aperture is
comple te ly  up  to  you.  Gu ided by  the  meter
ind ica t ion  in  the  v iewf inder ,  you  can ad jus t  bo th
contro ls to obtain proper exposure.  l f  necessarv,
del iberate over-  or  under-exposure are also
poss ib le .  (n f .  36  page fo r  de ta i l s )

Programmed Auto Flash
l f  you  use a  Pentax  ded ica ted  TTL f lash  un i t  w i t l '
the camera in the Programmed AE mode, the
camera wi l l  automat ical ly  select  the proper
aper tu re  and au tomat ica l l y  con t ro l  f lash  ou tpu t .
(Rf  .  40  page fo r  de ta i l s )
The TTL f lash  opera t ion  is  no t  feas ib le  w i th  th is  .
cam era.



I I *.{",t
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9 EASY STEPS

Fo l low  the  9  s teps  be low,  and  in  a  ve ry  shor t
t ime  you ' l l  be  ab le  to  take  p i c tu res  in  i t s
Programmed AE mode. For more detai ls  about
each step,  consul t  the accompanying page
numbers.

*  Remove the cap f  rom the v iewf inder eyepiece.

1.  open the bbt tery compartment  wi th a co in and inser t  bat te
( p . 1 0 )

2.  Open the camera back,  put  in  a ro l l  o f  f i lm,  c lose the back and advance the f  i lm to the f i rs t  f rame.  (p.  20)



3 .  S e t  t h e  I S O  f i l m  s p e e d  t o  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  n u m b e r .  ( p .  1 9 )
set  the exposure compensat ion d ia l  to  1 x .  (p .  44)

5 .  S e t  t h e  s h u t t e r  d i a l  t o  A u t o .  W i t h  b o t h  l e n s  a n d  s h u t t e r  o n

Auto,  the camera is  now in the Programmed AE mode.  (p.  32)

4.  Rotate the aper ture r ing on your  "A"  ser ies lens to the Auto
p o s i t i o n  ( i n d e x e d  i n  g r e e n ) ,  w h i l e  d e p r e s s i n g  t h e  a p e r t u r e  a u t o
l o c k  b u t t o n .  ( p . 2 8 1

6.  Gent ly  press the shut ter  re lease but ton.  You wi l l  see both
shut ter  speed and aper ture set t ing ind icated on the v iewf inder

L C D .  ( o .  3 2 )

P t ? 5  I  F 5 . 5
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7.  Focus the lens by rotat ing the focusing r ing.  (p.  25)7.  Focus the lens by rotat ing the focusing r ing.  (p.  25)  8.  Make sure that  the LCD shows a shut ter  speed faster  than

1/60 second.  Wi th s lower speeds,  camera shake may cause b lu
pic tures.  l f  the speed is  1 /60 or  faster ,  re lease the shut ter .

9.  Af ter  tak ing the last  p ic ture on the ro l l ,  push the f i lm rewind but ton,  rewind the f i lm and remove i t  f rom the camera.  (p.  27)

butkusmi
New Stamp
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INSERTING BATTERIES

Your camera doesn' t  operate wi thout  bat ter ies.  Use two 1.5V
s i l ve r  o r  a l ka l i ne  ba t te r ies ,  o r  a  3V  l i t h ium ba t te ry .  Be fo re  i nse r t i ng
batter ies in the bat tery compartment,  wipe them with a c lean
dry c loth.

o Open the bat tery compartment cover wi th a coin or  s imi lar  object

o  P lace  the  two  ba t te r ies  i n  the  compar tmen t  w i th , * ,  marks
downward,  and c lose the cover.

Battery check
To conf i rm bat tery status,  set  the shut ter  d ia l  to AUTO and s l ight ly
depress the shut ter  re lease but ton to act ivate the meter ing system.
l f  the LCDs in the v iewf inder indicate shut ter  speed informat ion,
the bat ter ies are proper ly inserted and suf f  ic ient  in vol tage f  rom
norma l  camera  func t ion ing .

{iw,ww



I

Note :  The  shu t te r  speed  LCD w i l l  i nd i ca te  "100O"  un t i l t he  exposure
counter registers "0" .  This fast  speed saves t ime when advancing
f i lm  to  the  f i r s t  f rame.  S ta r t i ng  w i th  the  f i r s t  f rame on  the  coun te r ,
the LCD provides proper shut ter  speed and aperture value according
to the designated exposure mode.

Automatic power cut-off
As an energy-saving measure,  a t imer swi tch is  integrated into the
exposure meter c i rcui t .  l t  automat ical ly  shuts of f  power
approx ima te l y  30  sec .  a f te r  you  take  your  f i nge r  o f f  t he  shu t te r
re lease but ton.

Low battery warning
When bat ter ies become weak,  the v iewf inder d isplay warns you by
a l te rna te l y  d i sp lay ing  exposure  in fo rmat ion  and  a  row o f  000 's .

tp r?s--_-l tFr--l- f- o;;l l;;--l
Th is  a l te rna te  LCD ind ica t ion  te l l s  you  tha t  bo th  ba t te r ies  shou ld
be replaced prompt ly to restore the camera to normal  funct ioning.

j o o o
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Usi ng batteries correctly
o lncorrect  usage of  bat ter ies causes such hazards .  Never break,  recharge,  or  throw used bat ter ies
as  leakage ,  hea t ing  o r  exp los ions .  Po la r i t y  mark ings  in to  f i re  as  a  p recau t ion  aga ins t  exp los ions .
shou ld  be  ca re fu l l y  checked  wh i le  i nse r t i ng  o  Ba t te r ies  shou ld  be  kep t  warm in  co ld  c l ima tes
batter ies.  l f  e i ther bat tery is  erroneously inserted,  to prevent lower ing of  performance.
unexpec ted  m ishap  may  occur .  o  Keep  spare  ba t te r ies  on  hand  fo r  conven ience
o  The  ba t te ry  d i scharges  sma l l  amoun ts  o f  energy  in  pho tog raph ing  ou tdoors  o r  wh i le  t rave l i ng ,  e tc ,
even when not  in use.  Therefore,  the bat ter ies o When keeping the camera in a bag or  case,  lock
supp l ied  w i th  your  camera  may  be  s l i gh t l y  be low the  shu t te r  re lease  bu t ton  to  avo id  the  unnecessar
fu l l  capac i t y ,  as  i t  has  taken  some t ime  to  reach  consumpt ion  o f  ba t te ry  power  tha t  may  resu l t
you .  f  rom acc iden ta l l y  re leas ing  the  shu t te r .
o Replaceloth bat ter ies at  the same t ime. Do not
mix bat tery brands and types,  or  o ld bat ter ies
with new bat ter ies.
o  Ba t te ry  l i f e  i s  approx ima te l y  s i x  mon ths  fo r
a l ka l i ne  and  approx ima te l y  one  year  fo r  s i l ve r  o r
l i t h  i um ba t te r ies .
o  When  no t  us ing  the  camera  fo r  l ong  pe r iods  o f
t ime, you should remove bat ter ies f rom the
camera.  Old bat ter ies are apt  to leak and damage
the bat tery compartment.  Always keep bat ter ies
ou t  o f  t he  reach  o f  ch i l d ren .



G R I P  S U P E R  A

o  To  remove  the  g r ip ,  l oosen  the  g r ip  moun t  sc rew fu l l y ,  and
keep ing  the  camera  faced  downward ,  s l  i de  the  g r ip  up  un t i l  i t
comes of f  .

o  To  moun t  the  g r ip ,  f i t  t he  g r ip  moun t  socke t  (on  the  rea r  s ide  o f
the  g r ip )  to  the  g r ip  l ug  on  the  camera .

o  A l i g n  t h e  g r i p  m o u n t  s c r e w  w i t h  t h e  g r i p  m o u n t  r e c e p t a c l e  o n
t h e  c a m e r a ,  a n d  k e e p i n g  t h e  g r i p  p u s h e d  d o w n  a s  i n d i c a t e d  b y  t h e
a r r o w ,  t i g h t e n  t h e  g r i p  m o u n t  s c r e w  w i t h  a  c o i n .

Note :  The gr ip  shou ld  be  removed f rom the  camera  body  when

u s i n g  t h e  M o t o r  D r i v e  A  o r  t h e  W i n d e r  M E  I I .
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o  F i r s t  s t r i p  t h e  c l a s p  a n d  b e l t  r i n g  f r o m  e i t h e r  e n (
o f  t h e  s t r a p .
o  L e t  t h e  s t r a p  e n d  g o  t h r o u g h  t h e  n e c k  s t r a p  r i n g
a n d  t h e n  t h e  b e l t  r i n g ,  a n d  f u r t h e r  t h r o u g h  n e c k
s t r a p  r i n g  o f  t h e  c a m e r a .  T h e  s t r a p  i s  t h e n  f o l d e d
b a c k .
o  L e t  t h e  s t r a p  e n d  r u n  t h r o u g h  t h e  b e l t  r i n g  a n d
t h e n  c l a s p  a s  i l l u s t r a t e d .  N o w  t h e  e n d  i s  t i g h t l y
c a u g h t  b y  t h e  c l a s p .  T h e  s t r a p  e n d  m a y  b e  p a s s e d

t h r o u g h  t h e  i n s i d e  o r  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  c l a s p .

o  I n s e r t  t h e  c a m e r a  b o d y  i n t o  t h e  b a c k  c a s e  a n d
p u t  b o t h  c a s e  h o o k s  a r o u n d  t h e  c a m e r a ' s  s t r a p
e y e l e t s .  T h e  c a m e r a  b o d y  i s  n o w  h e l d  s e c u r e l y  i n
the  case.
o  The s tandard  so f t  case comes comple te  w i th
a  f ron t  cover .
o  T o  r e m o v e  t h e  f r o n t  c o v e r ,  t u r n  t h e  c o v e r  a  f u l l
1 8 0 "  w h i l e  p u l l i n g  i t  s l i g h t l y  t o w a r d s  y o u  a n d  t h e
f a s t e n e r  o f  t h e  c o v e r  u n l o c k s .



LENS MOUNTING

To moun t  o r  i n te rchange  Pen tax  K ,  KA and  K f  moun t  l enses
fo l l ow  the  s teps  be low.  (Fo r  sc rew moun t  l enses ,  see  p .  55 ) .

o Remove the body mount cap and the rear lens cap.  l f  the f  inder
cap  i s  s t i l l  on  the  eyep iece ,  remove  i t .  (Fo r  the  f i nde r  cap ,  see  p .51 ) .
o Al ign the red dot  on the camera body wi th the red dot  on the
lens  (See6 ,@. ) .  Sea t  the  lens  in  the  body  moun t  and  tu rn  i t
c lockw ise  un t i l  t he  lens  locks  w i th  a  c l i ck .  When  moun t ing  the  lens
in  d im l i gh t ,  me thod  (O)  i s  recommended .  Th is  me thod  a l l ows  lens
moun t ing  by  touch .  A l i gn  the  ra i sed  node  on  lens  ba r re l  w i th
the lens re lease by touch.  Then turn and lock as above.
e To remove the lens cap,  press in on the notches at  both s ides.
o To remove the lens,  press the lens re lease lever toward the camera
body  wh i le  tu rn ing  the  lens  coun te r -c lockw ise .
o Af ter  removing a lens f rom the camera body,  replace the f ront
and rear lens caps to protect  the lens f rom dust  and sta ins.

N o t e :  D o n ' t  d a m a g e  o r  s t a i n  t h e

e l e c t r i c a l  c o n t a c t  p o i n t s  o n  t h e

m o u n t  f a c e .  W h e n  t h e y  b e c o m e

s t a i n e d ,  w i p e  t h e m  w i t h  a  c l e a n ,

d r y  c l o t h .
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F I L M  W I N D  L E V E R

S t a n d - o f f  a n g l e

Setting the wind lever for rapid shooting
The  f  i lm  w ind  leve r  can  be  se t  a t  t he  s tand-o f f
pos i t i on  fo r  fas te r  f  i lm  advance .  Even  i f  you
remove  your  thumb f  rom the  leve r ,  i t  rema ins  a t
the  s tand-o f f  ang le ,  ready  fo r  the  nex t  qu ick  sho t .
A f te r  comp le t ing  a  se r ies  o f  p i c tu res ,  the  leve r
shou ld  be  pushed  in  to  the  o r ig ina l  pos i t i on .

xposure counter
T h e  s c a l e  i s  i n d e x e d  a s  f  o l l o w s :
o . 0 . 2 . 4 .  3 4 . 3 6 , w i t h 0 ,

2 0 , 3 4 , 3 6  c o d e d  i n  r e d .  T h e  c o u n t €
w h i c h  i s  i n t e r l o c k e d  w i t h  t h e  f  i l m
w i n d i n g  m e c h a n i s m ,  i n d i c a t e s  t h e
n u m b e r  o f  e x p o s e d  f  r a m e s .

Fi lm advance stroke
The  f i lm  w ind  leve r  shou ld  be  th rown  as  fa r  as  i t
goes.
No te :  The  w ind  leve r  may  s top  in  the  m idd le  o f
a stroke when the f  i lm comes to i ts  end.  Do not
fo rce  the  leve r ,  bu t  rew ind  the  f  i lm ,  l eav ing  the
lever as i t  is .



SHUTTER DIAL ,  SHUTTER RELEASE BUTTON AND RELEASE BUTTON LOCK

o The  shu t te r  d ia l  i s  au tomat i ca l l y  l ocked  a t  the  AUTO pos i t i on .
To  se t  the  d ia l  t o  o the r  pos i t i ons  (LOCK,  MAN. ,  100  t  o r  B ) ,
rotate the shut ter  d ia l  whi le depressing the shut ter  auto lock
bu t ton ,  and  a l i gn  the  index  mark  ( red  l i ne )  on  the  d ia l  t o  the
desired posi t ion.

LOCK = Shutter  re lease but ton lock
AUTO = Automat ic shut ter  speed contro l
MAN.  =  Manua l  shu t te r  speed  se lec t i on
100  t  =  1  l lOO sec .  fo r  synchron iza t ion  w i th  e lec t ron ic  f  l ash  un i t
B = Bulb shut ter  speed set t ing for  t ime exposures

o By l ight ly  depressing the shut ter  re lease but ton,  you act ivate
the exposure meter.  Further pressure wi l l  re lease the shut ter .
The exposure meter automat ical ly  swi tches of f  approx.  30 seconds
a f te r  you  take  your  f i nge r  o f f  t he  shu t te r  re lease  bu t ton .
o  l f  you  have  f  i n i shed  shoo t ing  and  the  shu t te r  i s  cocked ,  use  the
shutter  re lease but ton lock to avoid accidental  re lease.  Set  the
shu t te r  d ia l  i ndex  to  "LOCK" ,  and  the  shu t te r  re lease  w i l l  be
locked wi th the exposure meter swi tched of f  .
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S E T T I N G  F I L M  S P E E D ,  M E M O  H O L D E R / G R I P

Set  the  f  i lm  speed  d ia l  t o  the  f  i lm  speed  ind ica ted
on  your  f i lm  package .  Depress  the  f  i lm  speed  d ia l
lock but ton,  and set  the desired speed to the red
index  mark .  Make  su re  tha t  the  d ia l  i s  secure ly
locked  in  pos i t i on ,  by  re leas ing  the  lock  bu t ton
and  s l i gh t l y  ro ta t i ng  the  d ia l  t o  e i the r  s ide .
The  char t  be low rep resen ts  the  index  mark ings  on
the  f i lm  speed  sca le .

8 10 16 25 40 50 80 125 160 250 320 500 640 800 1250 2000 2500
O o . O r O e O O r O o . O . . O o . . l r a r . a

6122032 64 100 200 400 1000 1600 3200

Memo Holder/Gr ip
As  a  reminder  o f  t he  t ype  o f  f i lm  in  you r  camera ,
tea r  o f f  t he  top  o f  the  f i lm  package  and  inse r t  i t  i n
the  memo ho lde r  f rame on  the  g r ip  a t  t he  r i gh t  end
of the back cover.  The gr ip is  shaped to g ive your
thumb a  f  i rmer  ho ld  on  the  camera .
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F I L M  L O A D I N G

Load the camera wi th a 35mm f i lm cart r idge.  Load or unload the
f i lm  in  the  shade ,  avo id ing  d i rec t  sun l i gh t .  Se t  the  shu t te r  d ia
index  ( red  l i ne )  to  AUTO o r  MAN.  Th is  w i l l  au tomat i ca l l y  se t  the
shutter  speed to 111000 sec.  so that  you can advance f i lm quickly
unt i l  the counter registers "0" .

o  The  camera  back  opens  when  you  l i f t  up  sharp ly  on  the  f i lm
rew ind  knob .

o  Inse r t  t he  f i lm  ca r t r i dge  in  the  f i lm  chamber  and  lock  the  ca r t r i dge
in  p lace  by  re tu rn ing  the  f i lm  rew ind  knob  to  i t s  o r ig ina l  pos i t i on .
l f  t he  knob  does  no t  f i t  t i gh t l y  i n  to  p lace ,  ro ta te  the  knob  wh i le
l i gh t l y  depress ing  i t .
o Draw the f i lm leader acrdss the back and insert  i t  between any
o f  the  wh i te  need les  su r round ing  the  f i lm  lake -up  spoo l .  I nse r t  t he
f  i lm  in  the  d i rec t i on  shown in  the  i l l us t ra t i on .

o  S l i gh t l y  w ind  the  f i lm  by  advanc ing  the  f i lm  w ind  leve r  to  the
pos i t i on  ind ica ted  in  the  pho to ,  wh i le  mak ing  su re  tha t  bo th  top
and bot tom sprockets engage the f i lm perforat ions.



o  L igh t l y  ro ta te  the  f i lm  rew ind ing  knob  un t i l  any  s lack  i s  taken  up ,
and conf i rm that  the f i lm is proper ly f i t ted between both guide
rai ls .  Close the back cover t ight ly .

o Fi lm advance can be checked by the rotat ion of  the rewinding
knob .

.  Repeat shut ter- t r ipping/ f  i lm-advancing operat ion unt i l  the
exposure counter reaches to "0" .  The next  f rame is ready for
the f i rs t  shot .
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V I E W F I N D E R  D I S P L A Y S

The  sp l i t - image  cen te r  spo t  and
i t s  su r round ing  m ic rop r i sm co l l a r
are br ighter  and easier  to focus
than the matte f  ie ld a l though
any of  these can be used for
focu s i  ng.
V is ib le  a t  t he  bo t tom ins ide  the
v iewf  i nde r  a re  two  LCD d isp lays
for  shut ter  speed and aperture
va lue .  In  add i t i on ,  v iewf  i nde r
in fo rmat ion  inc ludes  au to /
manual  exposure data for  each
exposure mode, automat ic f lash
da ta ,  l ow  ba t te ry  warn ing ,  and
er ro r  i nd i ca t ion .

P  t ?  5  I  F 5 . 6

-  
Aperture informat ion LCD

Shutter  informat ion LCD



*

*

\

Shutter information LCD

tF*-1. . . . . .  Programmed AE mode.

t];_l- t--,r-l
Shutter  speed in use.  1000 stands
for  1 11000 sec.  1 5"  stands for
a fu l l  1 5 sec.  Shutter  speeds are
displayed in fu l l  s top increments.

IT*-:TII "'!" "Bu I b" time exposu re.

IIILT] """ Means completion of flash recycIing,
and  au to  f l ash  exposure
conf i rmat ion wi th a dedicated f lash
u  n i t .

f I { I  1"""Error  in shut ter  speed set t ing
( f  l i cke r ing ) .
Combi nat ion of  shut ter  speed and
aperture is  not  appropr iate.

Aperture information LCD

[-.f]F,,, l - HrF,:{i.""=l,:l
Aperture value.  An aperture range
trom f  11.2 through f  145 is  indicated
in 1 12 stop increments.

tTlL . . . . . .Match numeral  exposure
ad jus tmen t  i nd i ca t ion  in  Me te red
Manual  mode. -3 to +3 indicate
exposure deviat ion f rom the proper
va lue  wh ich  i s  deno ted  by  t0 .

Low bat tery warning is  indicated by al ternate
d isplays of  shut ter-speed/apertu re combi nat ion,
and the -"'r. [l- o!ol ti l ;I.
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FOCUSING

You can focus in three ways,  wi th the spl i t - image,
mic ropr ism,  and/or  mat te  f ie ld .  To  focus  us ing  the
sp l i t - image,  tu rn  the  focus ing  r ing  un t i l  the  two
images in  the  sp l i t - image c i rc le  a t  the  center  o f
the  focus ing  screen are  per fec t l y  a l igned.  When
us ing  t he  m ic rop r i sm  co l l a r ,  f ocus  un t i l  t he  g l i t t e r
d isappears  f rom ins ide  the  co l la r .  Wi th  the  mat te
f ie ld ,  focus  un t i l  the  image on  the  mat te  f  ie ld
appears sharp and cr isp.
Note :  l f  the  max imum aper tu re  o f  the  a t tached
lens  i s  sma l l e r  t han  f / 5 . 6  ( f o r  examp le , f  / 8  as  i n
the  case o f  a  long te lephoto) ,  i t  i s  eas ie r  to  focus
on the  mat te  f  ie ld  s ince  the  sp l i t - image and
micropr ism co l la r  a reas  become much too  dark  fo r
sat is factory focusi  ng.

Diopter  adjustment for  v iewf inder eyepiece
People who wear eyeglasses due to myopia,
hypermet rop ia  o r  p resbyop ia ,  somet imes f ind  i t
d i f f i cu l t  t o  f ocus  wh i l e  wea r i ng  t he i r  g l asses .  I n  t h i s
case,  use the accessory diopter  correct ion lenses
M (See page 53) .
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HOLDING THE CAMERA

Proper hold ing of  the camera is  essent ia l  to minimize
camera shake which causes blurred pictures.
Pract ice hold ing and operat ing your camera
before insert ing your f  i rs t  f  i lm cart r idge.
General ly  there are three basic ways to hold the
camera .  ln  any  case,  ho ld  the  camera  t igh t ly  to  your

face  w i th  your  hands .  Accessory  Gr ip  Super  A  and
the  memo ho lder lg r ip  w i l l  he lp  you keep a  s teady
ho ld  on  your  camera .  Re lease the  shut te r  gent ly
wh i le  s lowly  b rea th ing  ou t .  S t rong pressure  on

the shut ter  re lease but ton may cause blurred
photographs.  Take a secure,  wel l -balanced posture
wi thout  s t ra in ing  yourse l f .  The por t ion  marked O
in  t he  i l l u s t r a t i on  shou ld  be  d rawn  t o  you r  body .
I t  is  a good idea to stabi l ize your body and the
camera  us ing  a  t ree ,  bu i ld ing  wa l l ,  tab le ,  e tc .
For  long exposures  or  wh i le  us ing  te lephoto  lenser
i t  is  recommended to use a t r ipod and a cable
release in order to reduce camera shake to
t h e  m i n l m u m .



UNLOADING THE F ILM

When the  las t  f rame o f  the  f i lm has  been exposed,  the  f i lm shou ld
be rewound into the cart r idge before unloading f rom the camera.
Do not  force the wind lever beyond the number of  f rames indicated
on the  f  i lm car t r idge .

To unload a cartr idge
.  Depress  the  f i lm rewind  bu t ton .

o  Turn  the  rewind  c rank  in  the  d i rec t ion  o f  the  ar row to  rewind
the  f  i lm  un t i l  you  no  l onge r  f ee l  t he  t ens ion .

o  A f te r  rewind ing ,  l i f t  up  sharp ly  on  the  f i lm rewind  knob to
open the  camera  back  and remove the  f  i lm car t r idge .

Note :  Shou ld  you er roneous ly  open the  back  be fore  rewind ing ,  do
not leave i t  open. Close i t  immediately.  The last  few f rames may be
ru ined by  d i rec t  l igh t  exposure ,  bu t  the  major i t y  o f  f rames on  the
ro l l  may s t i l l  be  unharmed.  Whenever  poss ib le ,  i t  i s  a lso  adv isab le
to  take  the  same p ic tu res  aga in  w i th  a  new f i lm.
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PENTAX ' 'A ' '  LENS

To se t  the  lens  in  the  A pos i t ion ,  match  the  A- index  (g reen l ine)  on
the  aper tu re  r ing  to  the  o  index  mark  wh i le  depress ing  the  aper tu re
auto  lock  bu t ton .  Re lease the  bu t ton  to  lock  the  lens  in  the  A
pos i t ion .
To re lease the lock,  rotate the aperture r ing towards aperture scale
wi th the auto lock but ton depressed.

A (auto)  set t ing Programmed AE mode

The fo l low ing  modes are  ava i lab le  when the  lens  is  se t  in  the  manua l
f -stops:

t lnumber set t ing Aperture-pr ior i ty  AE mode
Metered Manual  mode



SHUTTER DIAL

Shutter  d ia l  is  automat ical ly  locked when set  at  the AUTO posi t ion.
To select  other posi t ions (LOCK, MAN.,100 t  or  B) rotate the
shutter  d ia l ,  depressing the shut ter  auto lock but ton,  and match the
index  ( red  l i ne )  to  the  des i red  pos i t i on .  The  fo l l ow ing  modes  a re
ava i l ab le  acco rd ing  to  the  pos i t i on  o f  the  shu t te r  d ia l .

AUTO

MAN.

Programmed AE mode
Aperture-pr ior i ty  AE mode

Mete red  Manua l  mode

Mbnual shutter speed select button
In the Metered Manual  mode, select  the desired shut ter  speed by
depressing ei ther of  the two but tons next  to the shut ter  d ia l .
The  d ig i ta l  f i gu re  on  the  shu t te r  speed  LCD ind ica to r  l n  the
viewf inder increases or  decreases step by step as you press the
bu t tons .  The  f ron t  bu t ton  s tops  a t  1  000  (1  /1  000  sec . ) ,  and
the  rea r  bu t ton  a t ' 15 "  (15  secs . ) .

Precautions for shutter speed
l f  you  shoo ta t  shu t te r  speeds  s lower  than  1 /60  sec .  (30  -  15 "  on
the  LCD) ,  you  may  occas iona l l y  ge t  b lu r red  p i c tu res .  l f  you
cou ldn ' t  use  a  fas te r  shu t te r  speed  due  to  l i gh t  cond i t i ons ,  the  use
o f  a  t r i pod  o r  f l ash  un i t  i s  recommended .  The  use  o f  f i lm  w i th
h igher  sens i t i v i t y  w i l l  a l so  he lp  avo id  such  low  shu t te r  speeds .
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WARNING INDICATIONS IN  EACH EXPOSURE MODE

o LCD displays inside the v iewf inder f l  icker to warn of  var ious errors or  problems.
o The LCD displays in the table below show the examples.  They vary depending on the lens in use,  f i lm

speed, or  the subject 's  br ightness.
o Refer a lso to the explanat ions concerning warnings in each exposure mode.
o As to the meter coupl ing range in the Programmed AE mode, refer  to the diagram of  Programmed AE

controf  on Page 42.Meter coupl ing and shut ter /aperture coupl ing ranges are expla ined on Page 43.



Viewfinder display

MeaningShutter speed
information LCD

Aperture
information LCD

f i  . ; ;  ' '  
: - These d isp lays  show exposure  combina t ions  beyond the  meter  coup l ing  range in  the

Programmed AE mode.  Cor rec t  exposure  cannot  be  ob ta ined.

tf 
,.':'.,:.P:,!;r.,

f,o,$.fi
Overexposure .  The camera  is  in  the  Aper tu re-pr io r i t y  AE mode.  l t  has  chosen the
fas tes t  poss ib le  shut te r  speed fo r  the  aper tu re  you have se t .  Bu t  the  p ic tu re  w i l l  s t i l l  be
overexposed un less  you se lec t  a  smal le r  aper tu re .
Underexposure .  The camera  is  in  the  Aper tu re-pr io r i t y  AE mode.  l t  has  chosen the
s lowest  poss ib le  shut te r  speed fo r  the  aper tu re  you have se t .  T ry  se lec t ing  a  la rger
aper tu re .  l f  the  f l i cker ing  s tops ,  take  your  p ic tu re .  l f  no t ,  there  is  insu f f i c ien t  l igh t  fo r
a  normal  exposure .

These warn ings  appear  in  the  Metered  Manua l  mode.  +3  means you are  th ree  s tops  over
normal  exposure .  -3  means th ree  s tops  under .  Ad jus t  aper tu re  o r  shu t te r  speed un t i l
y o u  s e e  t h e  t 0  s i g n .l.F'i'
Beyond meter  coup l ing  range in  Metered  Manua l  mode.  l t  i s  no t  poss ib le  to  ge t  cor rec t
exposure  by  chang ing  aper tu re  o r  shu t te r  speed.  Use f lash  or  a  d i f fe ren t  sens i t i v i t y
f  i l m .

't$,;,. *1t=.$itl

,.S,'
l f  you  se t  the  shut te r  d ia l  to  the  modes o ther  than "AUTO" when the  lens  aper tu re
r ing  is  se t  a t  "A" ,  LCD d isp lays  "E"  to  show an er roneous se t t ing .

O.''4,u,.

Weak bat te ry  warn ing .  In  a l l  exposure  modes,  when you see a  row o f  000 a l te rna t ing
wi th  exposure  in fo rmat ion ,  i t ' s  t ime to  change ba t te r ies .
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SELECTING THE PROGRAMMED AE MODE

o Depress the auto lock but ton on the aperture r ing of  your
Pentax "A" lens,  and rotate i ts  A- index (green l ine) to the index.

o Set the shut ter  d ia l  index (red l ine) on top of  the camera to the
AUTO posi t ion.  "P" (Programmed) wi l l  then be displayed on
the LCD windows inside the v iewf inder.

o L ight ly  press the shut ter  re lease but ton,  and a programmed
combinat ion of  shut ter  speed and aperture value wi l l  be displayed
on  the  LCD ind ica to r  i n  the  v iewf inder .  Fu r the r  p ressure  on  the
button wi l l  re lease the shut ter .  When you take your f inger of f
shut ter  re lease but ton,  the meter swi tch automat ical ly  turns of f
af ter  about 30 seconds as an energy-saving measure,  and the displays
of  shut ter  speed and aperture value disappear.  However,  the "P"
d isp lay  rema ins  on .



I
I
t

I

Programmed AE mode warnings
When the programmed combinat ion of  shut ter
speed and aperture value is  beyond the meter
coup l ing  range,  the  camera  d isp lays  two warn ings .

\ \ l l r / /  \ \ l l r / /

IFGII-I t FFq I Both shutter speed and
aper tu re  f l i cker ing  a t  h igh  va lues .
Th is  ind ica tes  tha t  the  l igh t  s i tua t ion  exceeds
the  l igh t  measur ing  ab i l i t y  s ince  sub jec t  b r igh tness
is extremely h igh.  To get  a proper exposure,  use
another  f i lm w i th  lower  sens i t i v i t y  o r  an  ND f  i l te r .

\ f  f  r /  \ \ t l t l /

rE" 
:] l  

t--FtlT-l Both f l ickering at low

values.
The sub jec t  i s  ex t remely  dark  and be low the
lowest  l imi t  of  the Programmed AE mode's
meter  coup l ing  range.  Use a  h igher  speed f  i lm,
f lash  or  some o ther  i l l umina t ion  source  to
th row more  l igh t  to  the  sub jec t .

\ r l r /
r----;---------l
l r l
Shou ld  you happen to  sh i f t  the  shut te r  d ia l  to  the
modes other than "A UTO " ,  d. f  I  icker ing "  E "
(Error)  warning appears on th 'e shut ter  speed LCD.
The shut ter  cannot be re leased even i f  the but ton
is depressed.

I
i
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SELECTING THE APERTURE.PRIORITY AE MODE

o Rotate the lens aperture r ing to the desired f /s top.  l f  the r ing is
locked at  the "A" posi t ion,  re lease i t  by depressing the aperture
au to  l ock  bu t ton .

o Set the red index of  the shut ter  d ia l  to AUTO.

o Pressing the shut ter  re lease but ton s l ight ly ;  the shut ter  speed wi l l
be dig i ta l ly  indicated on the LCD inside the v iewf inder.  Further
pressure wi l l  re lease the shut ter .  Shutter  speed indicat ion wi l l
d isappear f  rom both LCD indicators when the meter is
automat ical ly  swi tched of f  by the bui l t - in t imer.
Aperture-pr ior i ty  AE is the best  mode for  taking pictures wi th
emphasis on depth-of- f  ie ld.  For more informat ion ,  re ler  to page 46.



A p e r t u r e - p r i o r i t y  A E  m o d e  w a r n i n g s

l f  t h e  s u b j e c t  i s  v e r y  b r i g h t ,  y o u  w i l l  s e e  a

f  l i c k e r i n g
\ \ l l r / /

t- t"""--|

A s  r e m e d y ,  s h i f t  t h e  a p e r t u r e  r i n g  t o w a r d s  s m a l l e r

v a l u e s  ( o r ,  t o  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  f  1 2 2 l - .

l f  t h e  s u b j e c t  i s  d a r k  y o u  w i l l  s e e  f  l i c k e r i n g .

- l  1 5 "  I

R o t a t e  t h e  a p e r t u r e  r i n g  t o w a r d s  t h e  l e n s '

m a x i m u m  a p e r t u  r e  f t  l 1  . 4 1  .  W h e n  t h e  d i s p l a y  s t o p s

f  l i c k e r i n g ,  y o u  c a n  t a k e  a  p r o p e r  e x p o s u r e .  l f

f  l i c k e r i n g  c o n t i n u e s  e v e n  a f t e r  t h e  a p e r t u r e  i s

c h a n g e d ,  t h e  s u b j e c t  i s  t o o  d a r k  o r  t o e  b r i g h t  f  o r

a  n o r m a l  e x p o s u r e .  F o r  v e r y  b r i g h t  s u b j e c t s ,  u s e

a  s l o w e r  f  i l m  o r  a n  N D  f  i l t e r ,  a n d  d a r k  s u b j e c t s ,

u s e  a  f a s t e r  f  i l m ,  f  l a s h  o r  o t h e r  a r t i f  i c i a l  l i g h t i n g .
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SELECTING THE METERED MANUAL MODE

o Se t  the  shu t te r  d ia l  red - l i ne  index  to  "MAN. "  (manua l )  and  se lec t
the desired shut ter  speed. The shut ter  speed wi l l  be displayed on
LCDs inside the v iewf inder.

o  Ro ta te  l ens  aper tu re  r i ng  to  an  F  va lue .  Shou ld  the  lens  be  locked
as  A  (au to )  and  shou ld  "E"  appear  i n  thev iewf inder ,  re lease  i t  by
depress ing  the  aper tu re  au to  l ock  bu t ton .

o  S l i gh t l y  depress  the  shu t te r  re lease  bu t ton ,  and  you  w i l l  see  one
o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i n d i c a t i o n s  ( + 3 , + 2 ,  + 1 ,  t 0 ,  - 1 ,  - 2 ,  o r  - 3 )  d i s p l a y e d
on  the  aper tu re  va lue  w indow in  the  v iewf inder .  These  f i gu res  show
the  s teps  o f  ove r -  o r  under -exposure  (EV va lue ) .

+ = over-ex posu re
10 = correct  exposure

u nder-exposu re
Shou ld  the  l i gh t ing  cond i t i on  go  ove r  the  l im i t  o f  t h ree  s teps ,
the  +3  o r  -3  i nd i ca t ion  f  l i cke rs .

o  Fo r  no rma l  shoo t ing ,  ad jus t  the  lens  aper tu re  so  tha t  co r rec t
exposure ,  i nd i ca ted  by  t0 ,  i s  ob ta ined .  Shou ld  you  se lec t  the  lens
aperture pr ior  to the shut ter  speed, adjust  the shut ter  speed to
obtain the correct  exposure.
l f  you  p re fe r  ove r -  o r  under -exposure ,  you  can  f ree ly  se lec t  any
exposure  app ly ing  the  ind ica t ion  as  a  gu idance .
As  soon  as  the  mete r  sw i t ch  i s  tu rned  o f f  by  the  bu i l t - i n  t imer ,  t he
aper tu re  i nd i ca t ion  goes  ou t ,  bu t  the  shu t te r  speed  d i sp lay
remarns  on .



Warnings for  Metered Manual  mode l f  the s i tuat ion is  beyond the meter coupl ing range,
The fo l lowing indicat ions wi l l  be given for  over-  or  indicat ions are as fo l lows.

'  u n d e f - e X P O s u f e .  \ \ r l / r /  \ r l l / r /

l- ,-ll:3 f [I;]I Both flickerins at hish

t--,ftl ft-t_--l Aperture LCD Flickering values. The subject is too bright.
' 

This indicates over+xposure of more than three r--:+i 
'i.++q-rr-l

s t eps .Change toa fas te r shu t t e r speed ( towa rds  
'  6  |  i -  r  |  t so tn t l l c ke r l nga t l ow

1/1000 sec. i ,  or  select  a smal ler  aperture by values.  The subiect  is  too dark-

rotating the aperture ring toward 1122.

\  \  |  |  /  /  /  ln  e i ther case,  the subiect  is  not  wi th in the meter

l=---1?5 I  I  -  3 
*_ l  

Aperture LCD Ft icker ins * 'p1l ls  
1anse,  

So vou wi l l  not  be able to obtain

In this case, the exposure is more than three steps 
" 

:g:||r^:p:t^'^tj'-t]Tll^bv 
bhanging aperture

under. Change to a slower shutter speed (towards ancr snutter speed settlngs'

15 secs. l ,  or  rotate the aperture r ing towards f /1.4.
When your shutter/aperture combination comes
with in the range of  13,  the f l icker ing stops.
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